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I.—Fonxkien Porrrrcs. 


Tae Surabhs-o-Patakd, of the 26th December, 9 to the alleged 

rhs Ynelish Governtient and the attempt made by the Agent of the Governor- 
be Maped the North-Westen General in Beluchistan to bring the tribes 
3 living beyond the frontier under British sub- 
‘ection, says that these tribes are 60 hostile to the English that there is 
little hope of the success of such an attempt. The attempt is also caleu- 
lated to displease Amir Abdur Rahman, because these tribes, though not 
directly subject to him, own him as their suzerain in the same way as 
Burma owned the suzerainty of China. The displeasure of the Amir may 
he the cause of mischief. It is strange that the lessons repeatedly received 
by Government on the Afghan frontier have not yet brought it to its senses. 


II.— Hou ADMINISTRATION. 
(a) oluce. 5 


2. The Chdruvartd, of the 23rd December, reports the occurrence of 

five cases of house-breaking and theft on the 

Thefts et Kamarerchar in Mymen: night of the 4th Pous last at Kamarer char, a 

she : | village situated within the jurisdiction of the 

Sherpore thana in Mymensingh. It is a matter for surprise that so many 

as five cases of theft were committed in one village and in one night. 

Were the chaukidars asleep , 

8. A correspondent of the Bangabds?, of the 28th December, reports 

a case of daring dacoity at the house of Ram 

‘ Dacoities at and near Kaligunge in Baboo, of Kaligunge, in Jessore. The Sub- 

essore. oe > ° . ° 

Inspector of the local thana is investigating 

the matter. There have been dacoities of late at Bakdanga and Gopalpore 
near Kaligunge, but the police has not succeeded in tracing the dacoits. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


4. The Burdwan Sanjtvant, of the * 2 referring to the 
. 5 enquiries which are being made by Mr. 
„„ — with the view of — * 
it is really necessary to increase the number of Munsifs and Subordinate 
Judges, as recommended by the High Court, and whether any reform is 
necessary in the procedure of the Civil Courts, remarks that though enqui- 
ries are good in all matters, it is greatly to be feared that those of Mr. Stevens 
will, like the enquiries of the Public Service Commission, come to nothing. 
If Mr. Stevens looks carefully into the working of the Civil Courts, he will 
find that it is the Judicial Officers’ want of time that is the cause of all 
Irregularities in the performance of judicial work, as well as of the harass- 
ment of suitors. From 40 to 60 cases are fixed for hearing every day in 
the Civil Courts, of which 15 to 20 are disputed cases. Of these last, the 
seven or eight which are in the preliminary stages are gone through, and of 
the remaining 10 or 12 which are in a mature state, only one or two are 
tried and the rest are unavoidably postponed. Thus the parties whose cases 
had been fixed for hearing six months after the date of their institution, 
and who had brought their witnesses with great difficulty on that day, go 
away disappointed. In this way a civil suit for Re. 10 cannot be decided 
until a year has elapsed since its institution, and where there is an appeal the 
delay is still greater. 
.. Great delay also takes place in the execution of decrees. Let the 
judgment-debtor only file an objection, however frivolous, and there will be 
uo final order in regard to that objection for months together on account 


SuRaBHI-0-Paraks, 


CHARUVARTA, 
Dec. 23rd, 1889. 


Dee. 28th, 1889. 


BuRDWAN SanJivant, 
Dec. 24th, 1889. 


Ce) 


of the presiding officer’s want of time. Again, the mohurir of the execu- 
tion department is quite a Aakim in all matters relating to the execution 
of decrees, the hakim himeelf having no time to superintend his work. 
The execution mohurir places before the presiding officer for signature 
only those orders for the execution of decrees which he thinks fit, and he 
enerally does this at the fag end of the day, when the presiding officer is half 
ead with fatigue and signs papers without examination. Under these 
circumstances they only get their decrees executed in due time who take 
care to oil the hands of the execution moburir. 
5. The Grambdsi, of the 28th December, finds fault with the Judge 
n ; of Hooghly for disallowing a native pleader 
1 to transact business in his Court because, being 
in mourning, he appeared without turban, &. Has the Judge himself 
never transacted business with a black ribbon round his arm when in mourp- 
ing for a relative? Why should he not then allow native pleaders to 


practise in his Court when they are in mourning, according to their own 
fashion? 


(d)— Education. ‘ 


CHaRUvARTa, 6. A correspondent of the Chdruvarid, of the 23rd December, draws 
Dec. 28rd, 1889. ation of examiners for the Pri- the attention of the members of the Mymen- 
mary Scholarship Examination in singh District Board to the following irregu- 
—— larities in connection with the selection of 
examiners for the Primary Scholarship Examination :— | 
(1) The appointment of the education clerk and the 4th clerk of 
the Board as examiners this year, in preference to many 
qualified candidates. It is reported that examiners have 
been appointed this year on the recommendation of Sub-Ins- 
pectors. But the persons recommended by the Sub-Inspec- 
‘tor of Schools, Tangail, have not been appointed examiners. 
(2) The appointment of English-knowing teachers in preference 
to the ill-paid pundits of middle schools. Only two pundits 
have been appointed examiners this year. This is too 
small a proportion. Of the eight examiners, at least five or 
six should be pundits. It is much to be regretted that the 
head-master of the Pingna school has been appointed an 
examiner in Bengali literature. A pundit ought to have 
been appointed as examiner in that subject. The appoint- 
ment of the head-master of the Pingna school as an 
examiner is owing to his familiarity with the members 
of the Education committee. 
a ig ge 7. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 24th December, 
„ Leb. 1550 model school in Sahsjpore, Says that the boys of Rasuikhand, Madanagar, 
Burdwan. Narainpur, Bidyanidbi, Birampur and several 
other villages near Sahajpore in Rayna, are not properly educated because 
there is no school in the neighbourhood. There is no man in these villages 
able to establish a school at his own expense. Government is therefore 


requested to convert the pathsala in Shib Thakur’s hut, in Sahajpore, into a 
model school, and to appoint a head pundit for it. 3 


Hinpv Rasika, 8. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 25th December, is sorry to find 

Dec. 25th, 1889. The blind candidate forthe Entrance that the Registrar of the Calcutta University 
Examination. has refused to admit the blind student of the 
Rajshahye College to the Entrance Examination. This student is one of the 
best boys of the college. He is very intelligent and was awarded of scholar- 
ship in the middle vernacular examination. In the last test examination 
of the college, he occupied a high position. Certainly the door of the 
Calcutta University should not be closed against blind students. 


5 


* 


9, The Sulabh Samdchdr-o-Kushdaha, of the 27th December, makes Sor en nagen 
i books for the Middle the following remarks in reference to o 
The list of Middle Vernacular Exam. of text-books for the Middle English and 
nations for 1803. Middle Vernacular Scholarship Examinations 
for 1892, published by the Director of Public Instruction 
The list shows-that the selection of books has been made with greater 
care than in former years. But the selection is, nevertheless, not unexcep- 
tionable. 3 : 
Among the text-books in Bengali is Sttarbanabas, with the exception 
of the first two chapters. Sitarbanabas is certainly a good book, and when 
it was first selected for the middle schools, students of comparatively mature 
years, used to appear at the middle examinations. ey 
But the boys and girls who now appear at those examinations are 
seldom above 15 and are generally between 11 and 15. They are therefore 
too young to be fit or appreciative readers of a book which is full of love 


scenes between a husband and a wife, and which contains such expressions 
as, ‘ofa tun wifes’ and ‘wiafe Gan zin, expressions which none but 


married people or people who have attained the marriageable age can be 
expected to understand. Sitarbanabas may be a good text-book for the 
Entrance or F. A. Examination of the Calcutta University, but is certainly 
most inappropriate for the middle examinations. 

Instead of appointing parts of three books, it would have been better 
to appoint two whole books, thereby reducing the pupils’ cost of buying 
books. And it would have been by far the best thing to prescribe a siogle 
compilation, like the Pravesika of the University. | 

The writer is glad that the Histories of Greece and Rome as given 
in the Purabritta Sar, by Babu Bhudeb Mukherji, have been prescribed for 
the middle examination, and he would recommend the inclusion of a short 
History of England in the historical course for the middle examinations. 

10. Writing about the Eden Hindu Hostel, the Bangabds?, of the 28th Pag gp 

sie ken Winds Mane December, says that it is not good to keep N 

. too many boarders in one room, and not 
to provide sick boarders with separate rooms. The other complaints of the 
boarders are quite frivolous. The arrangements made for them may give 
rise to some little inconvenience ; but they themselves ought to be able to 
remove it. The Superintendent of the hostel is a very good man, and the 
very careful inquiry recently made into the management of the hostel has 
revealed no laches on his part. It is true that he cannot remain in the 
hostel at all hours of the day; but the Superintendentship being an honorary 
office, his attendance at all hours of the day cannot be expected or insisted 
on. The Superintendent tries his best to make the boarders as comfortable 
as they can be made. But he cannot be expected to remove the personal 
inconveniences or meet the personal wishes of every boarder. The recent 


auquiry has made it out that the boarders adopted unfair means to gain their 
ends. Is this good? | 


11. The Sanjivani, of the 28th December, is sorry to learn that the _ Sram 
a. Syndicate of the Calcutta University hass 
Examination te for the Entrance rejected the application of Baboo Sarat Chan- 

j dra Sen, the blind student of the Rajshahye 4 
collegiate school, on the ground that it is necessary that every candidate 1 
should write his answer paper with his own hand. Some time ago a blind | 
candidate passed the law examination of the Punjab University, and the 
Syndicate of the Calcutta University ought to enquire how his examination 
was conducted and make a similar examination for the examination of Sarat 
Chandra. The Syndicate should not allow anyone in Rajshahye to write 
answer papers for Sarat. It should order him to come to Ualcutta in order 


(6s) 


to de examined orally. It can also appoint a trustworthy person to take 
down his answers. The Syndicate ought to show kindness to the blind 
boy. Both Justice Banerji and Mr. Tawney are tequested to reconsider 
thé order passed on Sarat’s application. ‘ 

12. The same paper says that the rule made by the Syndicate of the 

4 Calcutta University, depriving Principals of 
e Colleges of their power of signing the applica- 

tions of teachers to appear at the F. A. and B. A. Examinations, and vesting 
that power in the Inspectors of Schools and requiring teachers in collegiate 
schools to submit their applications to the Inspectors, is highly insulting to the 
Principals of Colleges, and that the College authorities ought to see that at least 
the teachers of collegiate schools are exempted from the opetation of the rule. 

13. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 29th December, has the following on 
the list of text-books prepared by the Director 
of Public Instruction for the middle scholar- 
ship examinations :— 

Sitär Vanaväsa and Charu Patha, Part III, have been used for a long 
time in the different educational circles of the country and it is not likely 
that any adverse comments on them will meet with the approval of the 
public. The Director of Public Instruction has, however, rejected such 
portions of those books as are unsuited to the capacities of boys, and thereby 
disarmed .all opposition against them. The inclusion in the new list of a 
definite text-book on grammar will greatly facilitate the study of that subject, 
and will prevent the very serious mischief that arises from placing bad books 
on grammar in the hands of children. 

14. The Navavibhakar Sddhdrani, of the 30th December, says that it 


von is the intention of Government to promote able 
pte Deputy Inspectorships in the §yb-Inspectors of Schools to Deputy Inspec- 


The list of text-bookd for the middle 
scholarship examinations. 


14 But it is to be regtetted that the 


claims of the Sub-Inspectors of the Howrah and Burdwan districts have been 
overlooked in selecting men for the vacant Deputy Inspectorships in those 
two districts. The Sub-Inspectors of those districts would have made far 
better Deputy Inspectors than the new men who have been appointed as such. 


(e Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


Samara, 15. The Samaya, of the 25th December, referring to the prayer of 


ee four hundred inhabitants of Ward No. 3, that 
B ony 122 of the Calcutta Munici- they may not be oppressed like the inhabitants 
: of Ward No. 6, and that so long as section 
122 is not repealed or amended, they may be assessed in accordance with the 
roviso to that section, says that it eagerly awaits the result of this petition. 
very right-thinking man will say that section 122 is very unjust. Will 
not Government direct its attention to that section? 

men. 16. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 25th December, strongly objects to 
aa District Board and the District ‘he proposal to increase the salary of the 
Engineer of Rajshahye. District Engineer of Rajshahye. The income 
derived from the road cess in Rajshahye is small as compared with the income 
from that source of other districts. The following table shows the annual 
incomes of the districts of the Rajshahye Division, as also the sums annually 

paid as salaries to the District Engineers in those districts :— 


Income from the road cess, Salary of the District Engineer. 


Rs 


„% —s-' 424,068 

iss ie 75,434 

Bogra eee 200 42,187 
Julpigoree 25 Pe 42,187 
Pubna 5 cui 49,252 
Rajshahye os „„ Te 
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all the District Engineers in the Rajshahye Division, the District Kogineer 
of Rajshahye draws: the largest pay. The — of the Rungpore Board is 
nearly double that of Rajshahye, but the salary of the Rungpore District 
Engineer is less by one-fifth than that of the Rajshahye District Engineer. 


The income of the Dinagepore Board is 1 * eri 
D 


but the salary of the Dinagepore District 

Rajshahye Engineer. me is 
| Of sll the District Engineers in the Burdwan Division, the District 
Engineer of Midnapore alone gets one-tenth more salary than the District 
Engineer of Rajshahye, but tbe income derived from road dess in 
Midnapore is double that of Rajshahye. There is on! one District Engineer 
for both the Howrah and Hooghly districts, and his salary is less by 
one-fifth than the salary of the District Engineer of Rajshabye. Of the 


District Engineers in the Presidency Division, the District Engineers of the 


24-Pergunnahs and Jessore get slightly larger salaries than the . District 
Engineer of Rajshahye, although the income derived from the former districts 
is much larger than that of the latter. Instead, therefore, of increasing the 
pay of the District Engineer, the District Board of Rajshahye should reduce 
his salary. And if it is bent on increasing the salary of the District Engi- 
neer, it should see whether it has sufficient funds to meet increased expen- 
diture. 


17. The Sahachar, of * ie 1 ne * ne 
* of Calcutta were asleep when the Municipa 

Caleutts 1 — nn was being discussed in the Couucil, and 
when they awoke it was too late for their agitation against it to be of any avail. 
And they now see that they must leave Calcutta for good. The Calcutta 
Municipality has issued, under the new Municipal Act, certain rules relating 
to buildings for the purpose of being criticised by the public. If these 
rules are passed, it will be impossible for ordinary people to build new 
houses or even to reconstruct old ones in Calcutta. According to the 
rules, a building will be deemed a new building if two-thirds of it are 
constructed anew, and every room must have some N space on two sides 
of it, and if open space is left on the side of the yard, its extent must be 
ten feet. Many will have to sell their houses if they are required to leave 
a clear space of four feet on all sides thereof. The rules will also make 
partition of small houses among brothers, under the Hindu law, impossible. 
Suppose an ancestral house, occupying four cottahs of land, requires to 
be divided among four brothers. Such a division will be clearly impossible, 
because the clear space required by the rules to be kept in each house will 
not be found within so small an area. Thus the rules will indirectly inter- 
fere with the Hindu religion. People of Calcutta! Be up and doing, or 
Sir Henry Harrison will drive you out of your homesteads in the name of 
health and structural beauty. | 


18. The same paper cannot understand those who say that the Calcutta 


The Calcutta Municipality and the Municipality will lay itself open to the charge 
reception of Prince Albert Victor. of disloyalty if, besides presenting Prince 
Albert Victor with an address of welcome, it does not spend some money on 
festivities. The Municipality, and especially Sir Henry Harrison, were the 


st to propose a large expenditure of money in the reception of the Prince, 


and they retired from the field, leaving the work to the British Indian 
sociation, when they saw that any action of theirs in that matter would 
create r and the Municipality would have even now willingly 
contributed money for the purpose, if the fund raised by public sub- 
scription had been found insufficient. It cannot therefore be c arged with 
isloyalty and it ought not to waste the rate-payers money when a sufficient 


* 


fund has been otherwise raised for the reception. 


SaHAcHakR, 


Deo. 25th, 1889. 


Sa HAHA. 


(10 ) 


Phe writer cannot also understand why Surendra Baboo and hia sip 
‘porters should be charged with disloyalty for seeking to celebrate the Prince’s 
visit: in their own way. Baboo Surendra Nath and his opponents have one 
‘and the same Object in view, namely, exhibition of loyalty, and they dis- 
‘agree only as to the way in which that object is to be carried out. 
Many supposed at first that the real object of Baboo Surendra Nath in pro- 
posing his amendment was not to secure a permanent memorial of the Prinee's 
visit, but only to frustrate the efforts of loyal people to give him a fitting 
reception. But his loyal speech at the Town Hall meeting and his sub- 
sequent efforts to raise a fund for a jermeanent institution must have removed 
‘all such suspicions. It is not also easy to see how Sir Henry Harrison can 
be thought disloyal, even if it be true (which it is not) that it was he who 
instigated Babu Surendra Nath to move his amendment in the Town Hall 
meeting. The Calcutta public, among whom both the rich and the poor are 
contributing money separately for the reeeption af the Prince, cannot be 
reasonably charged with disloyalty if they do not again spend money for 
‘the reception from the fund which is created with what they themselves 
contribute in the — of municipal taxes. | 
SURABHI-O-PAaTAKa, 19. The Susabhs-0-Patihd, of the 26th December, asks, has the 30th 
en 18h. Tus Celeste Municipality andthe December been purposely fixed for the special 
reception of Prince Albert Victor meeting of the Municipal Commissioners to he 


held forthe purpose. of voting an expenditure of ten thousand rupees by the 
Calcutta Municipality in the reception of Prince Albert Victor, because the 
majority of those wha negatived this proposal on a former occasion will not 
have returned from the Congress at Bombay by that date? The whole body 
ne should protest, against this dishouest movement. of the Muni- 
cipality. ree 
Banaabast 20. The Bangadds?, of the 28th December, says that grand preparations 


Dec, 28th, 1889. 2 e ° 
The Caloutta Municipality and, Are * N hy the reception of Prince 


Prince's reception, Albert Calcutta. It appears that 
nothing will be left undone to give a grand reception to the Prince. Why 
should then the Calcutta Municipality contribute any portion of the money, 
which it raised by sucking dry the life-blood of the rate-payers, towards the 
reception fund? The Municipality is, indeed, authorised by the new muni- 
cipal law to spend municipal money on such occasions, but that is no reason 
why it should spend such rr needlessly. ee 

Bigg 3 21. The Sanjivani, of the 28th December, says, that a lakh of rupees 

be Calcutta Municipality andthe will be raised by public subscription for the 

9 Prince's reception in Calcutta, and that sum 
will be sufficient for the purpose of festivities. It would be therefore wrong 
for the Calcutta Municipality to spend in festivities any money raised by sucking 
dry the life-blood of the poor rate-payers of Calcutta. The Municipality — 
should only direct its attention to the conservancy and sanitary arrangements 
of the town during the Prince’s stay in Calcutta. The Lucknow Munici- 
pality has made an excellent arrangement in this connection. It has sahe- 
tioned Rs. 2,000 for the reception of the Prince in that town and it will spend 
one-half of that sum in feeding the poor. 

NAVAVIBHARAR 22. The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrant, of the 30th December, makes the 


SADH ’ ad * „ 
Dee. * Working of the Self-Government following observations on the Lieutenant- 


Act during 1888-89. Governor’s Resolution on the working of the 
Local Self-Government Act during 1888-89 :— 

The Lieutenant-Governor has requested all District Boards to follow 
the example of the Chittagong District Board, which intends to spend 
a large sum of money in the improvement of ferries. The District Boards 
ought to spend some portion of their incomes from the ferries upon the 
improvement thereof for the purpose of removing the sufferings of the 
passengers, and not to be satisfied with only making money out of them. 


( il ) 

4 District Magistrate, who is apparently. a great friend of gelf.gerern- 
ment attributes the falling. off of public contributions in aid of schools to. vesting 
Local Boards with certain powers in matters educational. Does the Magistrate 
mean to say that the quality of instruction has deteriorated under the 
management of the Boards, or that the Boards do not spend for educational 
purposes the subscriptions which are. received in aid of schoola? The real 
reason of this fall in public subscriptions for schools is that the people see 
that the instruction imparted in the upper and lower primary schools is not 
exactly the sort of instruction which is suited to thie country. That riding 
and gymnastics are good, and that the air of aroom is purified by the 
presence of coal within it, and that houses should be provided with windows 
are things, the teaching of which only turns the learners into a queer class 
of personages and does no solid good. beat 2 

It would be well if village roads are superintended by District Engineers 
and their subordinates, and if maps of such roads are prepared. But money 
should be spent for these roads through the members of the District Boards, 
who are as a rule just and conscientious men, and who are by no means 
less deserving of confidence than the worthies of the Public Works Depart- 
ment. In all districts, except Hooghly and Burdwan, large sums of money 
have been spent upon village roads. It is not a fact that there is no want 
of village roads within those two districts. The Lieutenant-Governor is 
convinced that anfſicient money is not being spent on village roads. There 
can be no doubt that money ought to be apent on village roads. 


— (P)--Queations affecting the land. 


23. The Grdmbdst, of the 28th December, has already complained 
Road cose for lakhiraj Moda in tbat, owing to the very fine way in which the 
village Katsahars, within the Ampta road cess office keeps its accounts, the houses 
— of some ryots have been sold by auction an 
the ground of default in paying the road cess, although they have: actually 
paid the cess. Again, many owners of lakhirsj lands in village Katsahara, 
within the jurisdiction of the Ampta thana, are being compelled to pay the 
road cess twice for the same land, that is to say, once to the Zemindar and 
once to the Collector. This is the result of the zemindar having entered 
these lakhiraj lands in the return demanded from him of the lands within 
his zemindary which are Hable to that cess. The zemindara having to pay 
the road cess for these lands, demands it from their respective owners; and 
owners having also submitted separate returns to the Collector of their 
respective lands, the Collector also demands road cess from them on the 


strength of those returns. The Collector of Hooghly is requested to do 
justice in this matter. | 


(9)—~Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


24. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 24th December, says that the 
A road from Burdwan to Bayne,  POOPLe. of the Rayna thana get little good in 


return for the money they pay in the shape 
of road cess, They have, indeed, got self-government—a sonorous word; 
ut sonorous words butter no parsnip. The people of the thana have 
repeatedly prayed for a road from Burdwan town to Rayna, and some of them 
have offered to contribute money, or give land free of charge for auch & 
road; but this prayer has been rejected year after ear on some ground or 
other. The Board is sometimes heard to say that if they now construct 
ab new road they will have to neglect the old ones. The writer does not 
aé all wish that the old roads should be neglected ; but it is hardly fair that 
a whole thana should receive no benefit whatever in return for the road cess 
paid by it. Let something be allotted every year for the road from Burdwe 


( B ) 
to Rayna in the same way as something is allotted every year for the pro- 
posed bridge on the Outwa road which will cost Rs. 60,000. The Com- 
missioner of the Burdwan Division is earnestly requested to consider this 
prayer of the people of Rayna when the Board's budget for this year is 
placed before him for approval. 
25. The Grémbdst, of the 28th December, says that Government 
maintains the Midnapore Canal at a heavy cost 
eile e be every year, presumably for the benefit which 
the people derive from the steamer traffic in it. But it is reported that the 
Executive Engineer in charge of the Canal has now forbidden steamers to 
ply in it except on three days in the month during the spring tide, because 
he thinks that the Canal is silted up by the plying of steamers in it. But it 
will be of no use maintaining the Canal at the present heavy cost if steamers 
are not to be allowed to run in it. It would be well, of course, to close 
the Oanal and to remove the inconvenience which will be caused by closing 
it, by carrying the Madras-Cuttack Railway to Howrah through Midnapore. 
But so long as this is not done, steamers: ought to ply regularly in the 
Canal. Government may effect an annual saving of 25 thousand rupees if, 
instead of dredging the Canal every year at a cost of 50 thousand rupees, 
it re-excavates it every three years at a cost of 75 thousand rupees. 
26. The Bangabdst, of the 28th December, does not approve of the 
a ee ang yy of 3 N 5 er 
no tramway from ndpore to or Habra to Taki in the 24-Pergunnahs. 
W Phe line will deprive the. people of. Taki of 
their present abundant supplies of good articles, and yet they are dancing in 
joy at the prospect of a tramway line to their village. When will the people 
, of this country come to their senses 
CHABUVABTA, 27. A correspondent of the Chdéruvérid, of the 30th December, says 
—— 5 that the Station -master of 5 Mymensingh 
„The Stetion- master of the Mymen- Railway station is an extremely good natured 
„ gentleman, and is too lenient to his subordi- 
nates. The work of his station is not, therefore, well done, and there 
is oppression upon passengers. He should keep a strict eye on his wicked 
subordinates. : 


28. The Som — * ithe — er the 
ahachar (see paragrap of the Weekl 
W Report on Native Papers for the week alias 
the 28th December 1889) in thinking that Government ought not to take 
any part in the construction of the Kalka-Simla Railway. 


(h)— General. 


BuRDWAN Baan, 29. The Burdwan Sanſirani, of the 24th December, referring to the post- 


Dee, Sth, 1008. mortem examination held on the dead body of 
Natt Makegiot Caleutn Mahendra Mahendra Nath Mukerji of Calcutta at the 
instance of Dr. Crombie, who treated the 
deceased and suspected poisoning, says that it was probably the recent 
English case of the poisoning of a husband by a wife which gave rise to 
such a suspicion in Dr. Crombie’s mind. But the doctor does not perha 
know that such cases are very rare in Hindu households. Is nothing to be 
done in consideration of the great mental anguish which the relatives of 
Mahendra have had to suffer owing to the desecration of his corpse in conse- 
quence of the doctor’s error? The Medical Board ought to enquire into the 
conduct of Dr. Crombie. ) | 
30. The Pratikdr, of the 25th December, is concerned to hear that 


8 Government contemplates the imposition of an 
5 N education cess. The poor people of India are 
already overburdened with taxes. It is the duty of the press to represent the 
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real condition of the people, no matter whether the rulers listen to its repre- 
sentations or not. The people are absolutely unable to pay any more taxes. 
There is the old saying geass ane ate}. ” The sovereign is the 
strength of the weak, and the weak people of India, with clasped hands, 
say to their sovereign the Queen-Empress—‘* Mother we cannot pay more taxes. 
Give us the strength necessary to remove from our minds the fear awakened 
by rumours of fresh taxation. Let no fears torment us. But there, mother ! 
we still hear the dreadful words cafe i cafe I pay, pay. 


31. The Sahachar, of the 25th December, says that the nglishman 


| newspaper rightly remarks that the expectations 
nnn of those who thought that the Income-tax 
would create no further discontent has been disappointed. That the people pay 


this tax without a murmur is simply because it is levied in the name of the 
defence of the Empire. Government will therefore do a great injustice if it 
makes the tax permanent. The enquiries into the incomes of the people are 


causing almost as much discontent as would have beea caused by an inter- 
ference with their religion. 


The writer draws the attention of Government to the assessment of the 
Income-tax in the 24-Pergunnahs. Baboo Hem Chandra Ker, the Income-tax 
Collector of that district, is assessing even poor people to the tax, on the 
strength, it is said, of a circular of the Board of Revenue, which lays down 
that an annual Income-tax of even five rupees may be levied. The public 
feeling about the Income-tax should not be judged from the number of income- 
tax appeals. Many have not the means of preferring appeals: many live too 
far away to defray the large expense required in preferring an appeal: and 
many know well enough that appeals to the authorities bear no fruit where 
questions of revenue are concerned. Lord Dufferin may call the educated 
community a microscopic minority ; but those who hold these views about 
the Income-tax are not a microscopic minority, but the very large masses who 
believed in greased cartridges. Up to this time these people bless Govern- 
ment and say—“ We will never have such a Government.” And is it good 


and right for Government to act in such a way as will make these people 
think otherwise about it? 


32. The Surabhi-o-Patakd, of the 26th December, says that in spite 


5 ö of the recommendation in favour of Mr. Amir 
Rich Come. Wreintment to the Ali, made by the Chief Justice of the Calcutta 


ae High Court and Sir Steuart Bayley, Lord 
Dufferin did not appoint that gentleman as a Judge of the Calcutta High 


Court, and showed his respect for justice by appointing the really deserving 
man to the vacancy which occurred during his administration. The writer 
has been hitherto saying that Lord Lansdowne is so worthless a man that it 
will be difficult for him to show such impartiality, and that which he feared has 
come to pass. Mr. Amir Ali is not the best in point of merit among the 
candidates, and his appointment is also opposed to the instructions contained 
in the Secretary of State’s despatch. And yet Mr. Amir Ali bas been 
appointed, because it has now become a policy with the officials to show 
favour to Mussulmans by slighting Hindus. This policy of creating a 
division between. Hindus and Mussulmans is very bad. But it is hoped that 
the object of this policy will be defeated by the good sense of both Hindus 
and Mussulmans. Though Mr. Amir Ali has always been an enemy of 
Hindus, be is still their brother, and there is no reason to envy him his 
elevation. Again, as experience matures judgment, it is hoped that 

r. Amir Ali will gradually acquire the good qualities of a Judge. But the 
writer Can unhesitatingly declare that the reverence of the people for the 


3 Court will gradually disappear if such appointments continue to be 
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33. The Samaya, of the 27th December, says that, seeing that the 


Official Secrets Act has been unable to pre- 


_ The rule about writing in neu- vent the publication of secret intelligence in 


a the press, Government has now issued a rule 


requiring any person working in the Bengal Secretariat or in any office 
subordinate to it, and desiring to become the accredited correspondent of 


a newspaper, to first obtain the permission of the Chief Secretary. The 


object of this rule is to hold those who will obtain such permission respon- 


sible for the appearance in a newspaper of any confidential matter relating 


to the department in which he is employed. But this rule is very unjust, 
because it is intended to apply only to the lower officers, who communicate 
news to the Anglo-Indian and native papers, which do not enjoy the favour 
uf Government, and not to the Secretaries and Under-Secretaries, who 
communicate news to the Pioneer and other papers which are something 
like the semi-official organs of Government. 
$4. The Bangabdst, of the . one gt says ra the 1 
a . sional Officer of Contai not having allowed 
The Sabedivisional Oiler of Conta. the local embankment to be cut in spite of the 
order of the Executive Engineer in charge of the canal, the ryots, fearing 
damage to their crops, themselves cut the embankment for the purpose of 
letting out the excess water on their fields, and are being therefore pro- 
secuted for cutting the embankment. This is the ryots’ version of the 
case, and if this version be true, then the present Sub-divisional Officer 
of Contai must be held unfit to have charge of a sub-division. 
35. The same paper expresses 5 * ae re 
which has been established in Bengal will 
pies: ee ee ake only increase friction between the Shigher 
authorities and the District Boards and Municipalities. Some people also 


fear, and their fear is not groundless, that the Sanitary Board will be the 


cause of a sanitation cess in future. | ss 
36. The same paper makes it a matter of complaint that the recent 
rule of the Bengal Government about writing 
in newspapers has been enforced only 
against the subordinate officers, and nothing has been done to prevent 
Secretaries and Under-Secretaries from writing in newspapers. The Secre- 
taries and Under-Secretaries freely publish official secrets in newspapers, and 
no notice is taken of it. The writer does not wish the mouths of the 
Secretaries and Under-Secretaries to be gagged. He only claims fair play 
for their poor subordinates, and demands the withdrawal of the rule issued 
io relation to them. 
37. A correspondent of the same paper complains of irregularity in 
amen the delivery * at 7 
posta! work at Gopalnagar-Ma- jn Bankura. Fifty or sixty applications have 
wen been made to the General Post Office to 
remove this public inconvenience, but to no purpose. 
38. The Sanjtoant, of the * December, says that we gt R 
. Anglo-Indian newspapers are publishing 
n official secrets with impunity. The Official 
Secrets Act is a dead letter in their case, But the Government of Bengal 
has issued a rule that no clerk employed in the Bengal Secretariat, or in any 
of the offices subordinate to it, should in future become the accredited 
correspondent of any newspaper without the permission of the Chief Secre- 
tary to that Government. This means that if any clerk so employed takes 
the necessary permission to write in the newspapers, a sharp eye will be 
kept upon him, and he will be held responsible, and probably dismissed, 
if any official secret is disclosed. It is hoped that the clerks will take 
warning from this and become careful. 


A rule of the Bengal Government. 


(a8 3 


. e paper thus corrects an error made by it in its notice of K ll 
” 7 1 pion Babso Abhbilash Chandra Mukerji’ appoint- ä 
1 oP 1 * che Fubordinto ment to the Subordinate Executive Service 
Executive Service, (see weekly Report on Native Papers for the 
week ending the 21st December 1889, paragraph 39) :-— 


% We were informed by our correspondent that the son of Rai Radhika 
Prasanna Mukerji, Bahadur, who has been recently appointed a Deputy 
Magistrate, is a plucked First Arts candidate ; but we hear that he is a 
plucked B.A. candidate, and that he is in Government service on a salary 
of Rs. 125 per mensem. If it is really so, the appointment of such a man 
on the nomination system is not very objectionable.” : 


III. — LEGISLATIVE. 


40. The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrika, of the 23rd December, says pime-o-sasacuae 


that, according to Mr. Hutchins, Government nde. 


The Bill to amend Act XXV of Dec, 28rd, 1889. 


> has not to pay much in the shape of the price 
88 of the publications which are presented to it, 
and that economy is not therefore its object in introducing the Bill to amead 
Act XXV of 1867. The habit of extending English Acts to India appears to 
have assumed the form of a disease. The Indian Official Secrets Act has been 
cast in the mould of the English Act on the same subject; but the Indian 
copy is harsher than the English original. It is contended that all English Acts 
may be introduced into India, which is British territory, But why is not this 
view acted upon in regard to good English laws 

It is also contended that as an author acquires a copyright in his book 
by presenting it to Government, he should not object to present his books 
to Government free of charge. Such is, indeed, the way in which self- 
interest is defended and advocated. If authors could have really acquired a 
copyright in their books by presenting copies thereof to Government, they 
would have gladly given not four, but fourscore copics of their books to 
Government free of charge. As a matter of fact, the Copyright Act is a 
separate Act, and its enforcement rests with the High Court. The present 
amendment Bill will not benefit authors or the general public in the least. 
It will be beneficial only to Government, whose policy now seems to be to 
get anything it can. a. 
Before introducing a rigorous measure, Government feels that it ought 

to exhibit offences on the part of the people as its justification for doing 80. 
It did this at the time of passing the Press Act, when the Madras Civilian 
Mr. Arbuthnot justified his measure by finding fault with a few native 
papers. And now another Madras Civilian, Mr. Hutchins, is justifying his 
Bill by referring to the dishonest practices of some authors who charged 
one price for their books upon Government and another upon the public. 
Mr. Hutchins argues that these dishonest practices on the part of authors 
justify his Bill. The writer knows that no one in the Viceregal Council 
will protest against this view of the matter. A Hunter, a Plowden, or an 
Aitchison would have protested against it. It can look for such a protest 
from Sir David Barbour, but what Sir David sees and hears makes him 
unwilling to protest. If Lord Ripon had been still Viceroy, no such measure 
could have been introduced into the Council. 6 

Let Government pass the Bill if it will. But why make false excuses 
for passing it? None of the arguments brought forward by Mr. Hutchins in 
support of the Bill will beara close examination. If the price of a book 
appears exorbitant, the registry office can eusily refuse to take it. It would 
have been sufficient if a provision had been made to the effect that the 
registry office would be able to confiscate three copies of any book the price of 
which might appear to it unfair, in the same way as it can confiscate the book 
which is presented after the period prescribed by the law. And then why 


SURABHI-o-PaTaKA, 
Dec. 26th, 1889. 


SAMA Ta, 


Dec. 27th, 1889. 
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oppress the whole body of authors for the fault of a few? The proposed law 
will not be felt as a hardship in the case of books of small value, but it will be 
felt as such in the case of books of the value of 30, 40 or 50 rupees each, 
such as the Shdstra Prakdsh, which is issuing from the Bangabäsi press. 
If two copies of such a book are taken, the author will lose 60, 80 or 100 
rupees as the case may be, and if four copies are taken the author will lose 
120, 160, or 200 rupees. Such things may not be felt as oppression in 
England. But what is not oppression in England is very great oppression 
in India. For in England books command extensive sales ; whereas in 
India only very few books sell. The English author can therefore easily pay 
a tax on books, which to the Indian author must be a burden. The passing 
of the Act will lead to oppression, just as the passing of many other Acts 
prepared by Government has done. 
41. The Surabhi-o-Patdkd, of the 26th December, says that of the 
four reasons assigned for the provision made 
The Bill to amend Act XXV of jn the Bill to amend Act XXV of 1867, 
1867. 8 
requiring authors to give three copies of their 
books free of charge to Government, the first and third are worthless and 
call for no refutation. As for the second reason, every community recog- 
nises a man's proprietary right in the thing he produces, and the Indian Copy- 
right Act, therefore, gives no unique privilege to Indian authors. Besides, 
authors bave to pay the income-tax and other taxes for their books. The fourth 
reason is really ridiculous, for it means fining Peter for Paul's fraud. And 
is there no other way of preventing such fraud? There appears to be no 
good ground for the penalty which is going to be inflicted on the authors. 
The condition of the authors of this country is so miserable that Government 
ought to encourge them instead of punishing them in the way it proposes to do. 
Under the native kings, learned men were rewarded; under the English 
Government, they have to pay fines. 
The writer approves of the proposal of Government to make the books 
which will be given to it accessible to the public. SS 
42. The Samaya, of the 27th December, cannot approve of the 


| proposed law requiring publishers of books to 

186, Dill to amend Act XXV of give three copies of their publications to 
Goverument free of charge. If a few 

dishonest men cheat Government by fixing false and exorbitant prices for 


their books, let Government pay for such books the prices which it deems 
really fair, and not punish the innocent and the guilty alike. The case of 
the English publishers, cited in this connection, is notin point. The 
English publishers command large sales and can easily give three or four 
copies of their books to Government free of charge. But native publishers 
are not so fortunate, and in many cases publish books, counting only upon the 
purchase of three copies by Government. 

43. It appears to the Bangabdsi, of the 28th December, that the 


, legislative mill of the Bengal Council will 
* 1 work slowly this year. This is very good. The 
public have nothing to do with any of the measures introduced into the Council 


in its first meeting, with the single exception of the Calcutta Port Bill. 
44. The same paper has no objection to the passing of the Leper Bill 
The Leper Bill in its present amended form. There can be 


no objection to bringing under the operation 


of such a law those poor and helpless lepers who desire to be kept and 
treated in asylums, 


45. The same paper makes the following observations on the Bill to 

| amen] Act XXV of 1867 :— 
sean Dill $0 amend Act XKV of 1. The Hon’ble Mr. Hutchins supports 
his Bill by saying that authors demand extra- 


En) 


+ prices from Government for their books. But are not the authors who 
＋ — an unfair way eztremely few in number? In Bengal about 
1.000 books are presented for registration every quarter at the office of the 
Inspeotor-General of Registration; but how many among them are books for 


ich unfair or extravagant prices are demanded? It would be wrong to 
wabjeot the whole body of publishers to inconvenience for the sake of the 


few among them that are dishonest. Mr. Hutchins wants to put a stop to 


he demoralizing practice followed by afew publishers. But the means by 
which he — 1 it will be ineffectual for the purpose and will prove only 

other form of taxation on authors. 3 5 
. 2. It is argued that in Hogland one copy of every book. has to be 
supplied gratis, and Government can take four copies: more, if it likes, free 
of cost. ae | 
Mr. Hutchins says :-— , 


“The English Statute extends not only to the United Kingdom, but 
‘to every part of the British dominions,’ and might be enforced in India at 
any time. So that every publisher in this country is really: under a legal 
obligation to farnish three copies on payment, one gratuitously without 
demand, and four others without payment if demanded, and L need. hardly 
say that, if the law were fully enforced, a demand would always be made in 
the case of books possessing any real value, which alone can be con- 
sidered deserving of protection. From this point of view it will be seen that 
my proposal cuts down and does not extend existing liabilities. Two copies 
must be furnished without demand and two additional copies only if 
demanded.” 5 

But if all English Statutes are to be extended to India, why has a 
separate Legislative Council been established for India, and why is not the 
English criminal law extended to this country? Mr. Hutchins may say 
anything he likes iu regard to India; but he would scarcely have dared to 


deliver such a speech either in Australia or in Canada: or in any other 
dependency of the British Crown. 


3. The people of India must obey all the commands of the British 
lion. But they cannot therefore refrain from remarking that the proposed 
law will prove inconvenient and oppressive to them. The author of a book 
will lose Rs. 400 if its ond fide value be Rs. 100. And if only 100 copies 
of his book are sold, Government will take 4 per cent. free of cost. Should 
not this action of Government be chgracterised as zulum? A work of the 
same nature as that which finds only one hundred purchasers in India will 
find ten thousand purchasers in England. English publishers can therefore 
afford to supply 25 copies free of cost. But in India, where books. find. 80 
few customers, any free supply, however small, will canse hardship. What 
does not lead to zulum in England will lead to zulum in India. Mr. Hutchins’ 


law may save Government from loss, but it will not prevént the public from 
being cheated. 0 | 


46. The Som Prakash, of the 30th December, referring to ‘the Bill to 

amend Act XXV of 1867, says that if English 
practices are to be introduced’ into India, 
such introduction should include the elective 
system as well as the practice of discussing the budget in the. Legislative 
Council. But Government, it seems, desires to introduce Koglish. practices 


The Bill 
* to amend Act XV of 


into India only where it suits its own purpose to do so, and not where such 
introduction is likely to be really beneficial to India. The writer does not 
believe that the laws which exist in England can be applied to India, and 

is strongly of opinion that the English law relating to the free supply of 


ee to Government ought by no means to be extended to. this. counter. 


adia does nut occupy England’s footing in regard to the publication of book. 


Damm -o-ZSaHAOHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Jan. 2nd, 1890. 
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The publication of books is a new business io India, and the sale of books in 
this country does not amount to even a hundredth part of their sale in 
England. | ae la ee 
858 The reason assigned by Mr. Hutchins for the provision requiring 
authors to furnish three copies of their books to Government free of charge 
is that under the existing law Government is cheated by many dishonest 
authors who fix false and exorbitant prices for their books. But as the 
law lays down that Government should pay only the bond fide price of a 
book, Government can easily protect itself from cheating by enquiring, in 
suspicious cases, what the bond fide price of a book is. Mr. Hutchins has 
referred to some such cases of cheating which have taken place in Bombay; 
but it is hardly.fair to judge a whole class by the action of one or two of its 
members. Authors now present their books to Government for registration 
as well for the sake of the money they receive in return as from a fear of 
incurring the penalty prescribed in the law. But if the practice of paying 
for books is discontinued, many authors will not present their books at the 
registry offices. | 55 e 
47. The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrika, of the 2nd January, says that 


ame in the Book-tax” Bill (the Bill to amend 
Le cane Act XXV of 1867) Government itself is 


interested; whereas in the Copyright Bill, authors of books alone are 


DaRvssaLTanaT, 
Deo. 22nd, 1889. 


Epvocati0n GaserTs, 
Deo. 27th, 1889. 


interested. The former Bill will therefore be passed ‘in one breath’ and 
the latter will not be taken up this year too. 


1V.—Nativze STATES. 


48. The Pratikdr, of the 27th December, is glad to hear that 


1 Government is not going to depose the 
The Maharaja of Tipperah. Maharaja of Hill Tipperah. The Maharaja 


has ruled his State with great ability, and there is no foundation for the 
rumour that he is involved in debt. 


VI.—-MiscELLANEOvs. : 
49. The Daruseultanat, of the 22nd December, expresses gratitude to 


Lord Lansdowne on behalf of the Mahomedan 
— Ali's appointment as community, for His Excellency’s appointing 


Mr. Amir Ali asa Judge of the Calcutta 
High Court. Mr. Amir Ali fully deserves the honour conferred on him. 


He has done his best to spread education among the Mahomedans. 
50. The Hindu Ranjika, of the 25th December, advocates the estab- 
A permanent memorial of the lishment of a technical school as a permanent 


Prince's visit. memorial of the visit of Prince Albert Victor. 
A technical school will have the approval of all sections of the community. 
Baboo Surendra Nath was at one time strongly in favour of such a school, 
It is therefore hoped that the Committee appointed to establish a permanent 
memorial will take this suggestion into their consideration, 


51. The Sahachar, of the 25th December, says that the obtaining of 


8 an immense quantity of silver by mining 
. * operations in America has led to a fall in the 
rice of that article. The American Government obtained last year 18 


akhs of rupees by making silver coins for merchants, and it is proposed there 
this year to convert all silver which will come into dollars. The Govern- 
ment of India is losing a large sum of money every year by exchange. Why 


does it not try to make a profit by buying silver in this cheap market and 
by converting it into coins P 


52. The Education Gazette, of the 27th December, praises the 
The Bombay Social Reformation Organisers of the Bombay Social Reformation 
Booiety. Society for pledging themselves to no reform 
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which is not sanctioned by the Hindu religion. Though the organisation of 
reformation societies and the system of signing pledges are not in accordance 
with Hindu practice, it is still gratifying to find that the reforms advocated 
by the Bombay gentlemen are in strict accordance with the Hindu shaséras. 
The reforms to which they have pledged themselves are (1) expenditure of 
not more than a year’s income on the marriage of a daughter and not more 
than half a year’s income on the marriage of a.son; (2) the marriage of 
sons at 14, 18 and 20 and that of daughters at 12, 11 and 10; (3) not 
marrying a second wife during the lifetime of the first and not marrying at 
all after 50 years of age; (J) abstaining from the use of wine except under 
medical advice; (5) giving a proper education to daughters. As a matter of 
fact many of the practices advocated above already exist among Hindas of 
many places. The fourth pledge is useless because Doctors now very readily 
advise their patients to take wine. It is also to be feared that the emphasis 
put upon the education of daughters alone may lead to the neglect of the 
still more important duty of properly educating sons. ees. 
53. The Samaya, of the 27th December, referring to the insult 
Mr. Henvey and Baboo Mahendra Offered by Mr. Henvey at his own house to 
Lal Chatterjee. Baboo Mahendra Lal Chatterjee, says that it 
cannot understand how Mr. Henvey so far forgot his position. It is hoped 
that he will apologise to Mahendra Baboo. 
54. The Sudhdkar, of the 27th December, says that holy Islam 
| et preaches the brotherhood of man, and it was 
— in consequence of the preaching of this doc- 
trine by its great prophet that the wild Arab people who, before his appear- 
ance, thrust their daggers without remorse into each others hearts became, as if 
by the action of some potent charm, a nation of brothers, and the sweet expres- 
sions Brother of my soul” and “ Beloved brother” began to be heard all 
over that land. But what a difference is found between that time and this ! 
What a change has come over the world in the course of thirteen hundred 
years! The Arabs have not yet forgotten this teaching of their prophet. 
But we Mussulmans of Bengal have wholly forgotten it, and our present 
degradation is our punishment for disobeying that holy doctrine. _ 
55. The Bangabdei, of the 28th December, says that the Hindus are 


| 5 a proverbially loyal people. They have lost 
in wee Hindu and Prince Albert Victor everything, but they have not lost their sense 


of loyalty to the throne. Their loyalty is 
their ancestral legacy from time immemorial. The Hindus, therefore, heartil 


welcome Prince Albert Victor to Calcutta, and will not fail to show loyalty | 

to him. Let every Hindu hold festivities in his house, and see the Prince 
with his eyes, and pay due homage to him and pray to God for his welfare. 

56. The same paper says that Baboo Rakhal Chandra Addy, 
Baboo Rakhal Chandra Addy, a of the Chief Commissariat Account Office 
clerk in Otte, Chief Commissariat at Calcutta, was ordered to the Hazara 
mountain, He was sent to the Civil Surgeon 
for a report whether his health would suit the climate of Hazara. The 
doctor, without even touching Rakhal’s body, gave a certificate to the effect 
that the climate of Hazara would suit Rakhal very well, But Rakhal was 
in indifferent health, and he was very much afraid lest his health should 
break down by his transfer to Hazara, He, therefore, applied to be 
examined by the Presidency Surgeon or the Medical Board; and this has 
led to his dismissal. But it is difficult to make out why Rakhal has been 
dismissed. He has been dismissed on the ground of insubordination, but 
he did not refuse to go to Hazara, He only prayed for a medical examina- 

tion, and for this he has incurred the displeasure of his superior officer aud 
has been dismissed. The Commissary-General is requested to do justice to 


Rakhal. 


Sanna, 
Dec. 28th, 1889. 


NaVAVIBHAKAR 
SADHARANL 


Dec. 30th, 1889. 


Dainik-0-SaMACHAR- 
CHANDRIKA, 


Dec, 30th, 1889. 
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57. The same paper says that no comment need be made en the 
at conversation which has taken place between 
Eastern Herald the. Scien sof the: Mr. Henvey, Agent to the Governor- General 


re in Oentral India, and Baboo Mahendra Nath , 
Ohstterji, B. L., Editor of the astern. Herald. How should the man be 
characterised who invites a gentleman to his house and then insults him 

58. The Grdambdst, of “a r 3 welcomes 52 

3 „ Albert Victor to Calcutta, and prays that he ma 
a to. Prince Albers i long, and ascend the throne after his — 
ed grand - mother and respected father, and make their names more glorious, 
59. A Mahomedan zemindar of East Bengal writes in the Sanjivani, 
ol the 20th December, that Nawab Abdul 
1 Me Abdal Latest Khan Rehaduz Luteef Khan Bahadur was wrong. in stating 
ota eaves - in the recent Town Hall, meeting that he. is 
the representative of the Mahomedan community, and that that community 
wants famas has on the occasion. of the visit of Prince Albert Victor to 
Calcutta. The fact is that the. Nawab is the representative, not of the entire 
Mahomedan community, but only of a small section, of it. The Mahomedan 
religion moreover. prohibits. its. followers from joining nauteh parties or 
taking part in other amusements of a similar nature, and no Mahomedan 
will therefore join in such ¢amashas. The Nawab. must have lost his senses 
owing to old age, or he would not have given. his vote in, favour of wasting 
money raised from the.famished people of India in amusements. The best 
way of showing: loyalty to the.Prince.is to establish some permanent memo- 
rial in honour of his visit. . 1 
60. The same paper referring to the high-handed manner, in 
: which.Mr. Henvey, Agent to the Governor- 
pitt. Henvey and the editor of the. General for Central India, has, behaved 
* 5 : towards Baboo Mahendra Nath Chatterji, 
B. L., editor of the Hastern Herald, says that Mr. Henvey has deprived 
some of the sirdars of Bundelkhund of the money which was due to 
them from the Indian Midland Railway Company for lands taken from 
them for the construction of that line. Perhaps Mr. Henvey wants. to 
play the role of Sir Lepel Griffin in Central India. Mr. Henvey can do a 
great deal of mischief, and the Viceroy is therefore requested to keep a 
sharp eye on this arbiter of the destinies of the people of Central India. 
Mr. Henvey’s treatment: of Mahendra Baboo has been utterly unworthy 
of a representative of the Crown. | 
61. The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrani, of the 30th December, says that 
public opinion, so far as. the writer has. been 
Vin r nt: of Prince Albert able to gather it, on the subject of a fitting 
| memorial of Prince. Albert Victor’s visit to 
to Calcutta, is that the memorial should be a permanent one, as well as 
beneficial to the country. The old Hindu kings themselves used to ereet 
permanent memorials of their visits to any paris of their dominion by 
removing some want or other from those places. But this is not the practice 
of Christian kings. Christian kings take money from their people, and do 
not give them anything. So the people must, for the sake of loyalty, 
erect a memorial of the Prince’s visit; but it should be seen that, that 
memorial is also beneficial to the country. A school for giving practical 
instruction in the arts will be the best permanent memorial in the present 
economic condition of the country. 

62. The Dainik-o-Samdchadr Chandreké, of the 30th December, draws 
the attention of Sir Steuart Bayley, to the 
following :— 50 

In 1885 Iswar Chandra. Munshi was convicted of forgery and sen- 
tenced to seven years’ imprisonment. He appealed to the Hign Court, but 


An appeal to Sir Steuart Bayley. . 


( 21 ) 


his appeal was dismissed. The inhabitants of 24 villages next submitted a 
memorial for his release to Sir Rivers Thompson, but finding that the 
High Court had dismissed hie appeal, Sie Rivers declined to interfere. 
There was another memorial to Sir Rivers Thompson on the occasion of the 
Jubilee, when it was decided that he should be released. But he was not 
released on some.technical ground, 1 

Iswar Chandra has still eight months to remain in jail. But he has 
undergone the greater portion of his sentence. : 

A memorial has now been submitted to Sir Steuart Bayley for the 
release of Iswar Chandra on the occasion of the visit of Prince Albert 
Victor. Sir Steuart is a kind-hearted ruler, and Prince Albert Victor will 
be glad, the Prince of Wales will be glad, the Queen-Empress will be glad, 
and all the people of India will be glad, if His Honour releases Iswar 

Yhandra. | : 
on The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 3lst December, has learnt from 
e e haan which the Dowager Maharani has received 
from the Court of Wards will be shortly sold by auction in Calcutta. The 
people of Burdwan will no doubt be sorry to learn. that the jewels— the 
rarest of their kind in Bengal—which hitherto belonged to the Raj estate 
will now pass into other hands. But the Court of Wards would do well to 
purchase some of the best of these jewels for the minor Maharaja of 
Burdwan. . 


, 64. The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandrikd 
r. Henve d the editor of th 9 
e December, has the following: — 


Mr. Henvey in his Khaskamra. 


the Statesman newspaper that the jewels 


BurDwan Sansivani. 
Dec. 31st, 1889. 


DalINIk-0-SsMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Dec. 31st, 1889. 


Henvey (solus)—I too, like my brother Sir Lepel Griffin, am 


monarch of Central India. Why then should I fear anybody? Sir Lepel 
was greatly insulted in the latter days of his Indian career. But I have 
nothing to fear, because there has been a change in the office of Viceroy. 
Lord Dufferin tried to please everybody. He did not like to displease the 
natives. He did not even like to displease the editors of native newspapers 


in Bengal. That is why that Bazare (low) paper (the Amritabazar Patrika) 
grew so insolent. It was owing to the Bazare paper that all the verna- 


8 a English newspapers of Bengal, written by natives, fell foul of 
Sir Lepel. / | 
The Statesman is the disgrace of the British nation. An Englishman 
abusing another Englishman! Sympathising with natives! What a horror, 
the Statesman joined with the wicked native editors in abusing Sir Lepel! 
And he of the Indian Datly News, too, began tuning to them. Lord Jesus 
and Mother Mary alone know when such base men will come by their 
end! But I must not fear anybody any more. It is better to resign 
the service and go away, than to live in such fear. There is a new Viceroy, 
and so there is nobody to fear. Lord Lansdowne is not such a coward 
as Lord Dufferin. Lord Dufferin thought of taking Cashmere, but could 
not not take it.. Lord Lawnsdowne came and fixed his grasp firmly upon 
Cashmere. Brother Nisbet is a Political like myself, and what is there 
he has not done? And shall I alone sit idle and do nothing? But how 
annoying this is—Bengalis here too! Vile worms even in paradise! The 
Eastern Herald is my eye-sore. The Amritabazar is at a distance, but 
this is just under my nose. The Herald has given rise to great difficulties 
by discussing the affairs of the Burdwan State. The editor is a Bengali 
and a pleader to boot. But if he is to practise as a pleader, must 
he choose my dominion, the town of Mhow, of all places on earth, 
for his place of business? And then there is an Association bere too, 
and that Bengali pleader and editor is its life and soul! This is really 


SaMVADBABIEA, 
Dec. 19th, 1889. 


_ SAaMVADVAHIKA. 


Dir Ak, 
Dec. 21st, 1889. 


DIPaKa. 


UTKALDIPIKA, 
Dec. 21st, 1889. 
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troublesome! Well, I shall see to-day what length the Bengali Baboo 
can give himself. Mhow is not Calcutta. A deputation consisting of some 
members of the Association will wait on me. I understand their object in 
doing so. They will state to my very face the acts of oppression done within 
my dominions. What audacity this! I am the chief tuler of Central 
India, and I am its Chief judge too. They dare to point out defects of | 
my rule and of my justice! Either the enemy must be killed or one must 
kill oneself.“ I think the deputation has come. (After a short silence)— 
Yes, there they are—Orderly! Within—Khodabuod! Henvey (solus)— 
No use calling in all of them, let me call only that editor. What is his name? 
(looking at the card). Orderly, Mohendur Baboo ko bolao; take care, 
orderly, don't say ‘Huzur salam dia.“ Tell him, “Huzur tumko 
bolatah.“ Orderly—Jo Hukum, khodabund. Exit orderly. Henvey (solus)— 
This fellow of an editor is the root of all mischief. Such a Bengali should 
not be allowed to reside in this State. The natives of this State are 
being spoiled by these Bengalis. It was not without very good reason 
that brother Griffin was deadly against Bengalis. Lord Dufferin is no 
longer in the country. Lord Lansdowne is now reigning. I have nothing 


to fear. I shall not rest until I have sent this Bengali editor out of this 
country. 


UnrxrA Papgrs. 


65. The Samvddbéhikd, of the 19th December, sympathises with 


: Mr. Cornish, the Collector of Balasore, in the 
Mr. Cornish’s relief work in Bala- 


a difficulty he is experiencing in devising plans 


, for the relief of the poor and the distressed in 
Talpada, an outpost of the Sudder Balasore thana, whom a special season 


of scarcity of food has reduced to an abject condition. 


66. The same paper highly approves of the proposal of Babu Surendra 
4 i os x Nath Banerji to establish a permanent institu- 
Albert's visit. lion in Calcutta in memory of Prince Albert’s 


visit, and expresses the opinion that the residue 
of the subscriptions which will be collected may, without objection, be devoted 
to a display of fireworks and other amusements. 


67. The Dépaka, of the 21st December, does not approve of the 
. 6c nomination of Mr. Amir Ali to the vacancy in 
a Judge ef the High Court. the bench of the Calcutta High Court, caused 


by the retirement of Mr. Justice Mitter, and 
remarks that sectarian considerations ought not to have influenced the 
judgment of the authorities in disposing of so high and responsible a post 
as that of a Judge of a High Court. : 


68. The same paper is convinced by facts and figures that the prohi- 


R bitory provisions of the Indian Arms Act have 
g injuriously affected the personal security of 
natives to an alarming extent. The damage done to the property of Her 


Majesty's British Indian subjects is no less alarming as rich harvests in fields 
are, in many instances, exposed to the ruthless attacks of wild beasts. 


0 _ 69. The settlement of the Burdwan adop- 
tion case by a judicious arbitration is noticed 

with pleasure by all the native papers of Orissa. : 
70. After pointing out the special importance of all proceedings that 


may be adopted in connection with the next 

7. ren Pine Officer. ‘settlement of the Orissa Province, and after 
explaining the way in which the last settlement was planned, conducted and 
concluded, the Uikdl Dipikd, of the 21st December, goes on to remark that 


eo difficult and onerous a task as that of making a settlement should not be 
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entrusted to Mr. Finucane alone, who, though Secretary to the Agricultural 
Department of Government, has very little experience of revenue work, and 
knows little of the condition of Orissa and its inhabitants. It is true that 
he at times consults with the Board of Revenue, but his owa opinions prevail 
in the end. His plen of making surveys and settlements through the cheap 

agency of incompetent canoongves and patwaris does not impress the public 
with a high opinion of his ability as a settlement officer. It is wrong to 
prevent the District Collectors from taking an important share in the work of 
settlement, because they possess not only experience of their districts, but 
will be the first persons to enforce the terms of the settlement after it is - 


concluded. : 
CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
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